
Providing Patient Population Details
The patient population figures are used to calculate the required sample size and the list of patients in the population can then be used to draw your sample.

There has been some confusion around which patients should be included in the population figures provided to the Scottish Government and this should hopefully clarify things.  Please contact Gregor Boyd (Gregor.boyd@nhs.net 0131 244 3201) if you have any queries.
The population should include:

· Inpatients (aged 16 years old and above on discharge from hospital, regardless of age on admission) that were discharged from sites in their Board area between the beginning of October 2009 until the end of September 2010.

· Patients who are deceased (although these patients should be removed when drawing a sample)

The population should exclude:

· Privately funded patients receiving care in NHS or private hospitals;

· Scottish NHS patients treated in hospitals outside of Scotland but whose care was commissioned by an NHS Board;

· Patients who are not resident in Scotland (except in the case of patients attending hospitals in Scotland who are resident in Berwickshire);

· Patients receiving care as an outpatient or day case which did not result in an overnight stay;

· A patient who was expected to have an overnight stay at admission but did not;

· A patient who stayed in hospital for a termination of pregnancy;

· Patients who stayed in a hospital maternity unit;

· Patients flagged on hospital / SHI / ISD systems as being unable to give consent e.g. having incapacity as set out in the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000;

· Inpatients who are being treated for a mental health condition in a mental illness hospital;

· Inpatients who are resident in a long-stay hospital;

· Inpatients who are being treated in a learning disabilities units; and

· Inpatients aged 15 or less on discharge e.g. patients aged 16 or over on discharge should be included regardless of whether they were younger than this on admission.

Having calculated the patient population at individual sites/sub-sites please send the figures to Gregor.boyd@nhs.net and I will calculate the required sample size for you.

